
Summary: Chapter 2 

Fire on the Mountain 

 

After the boys’ first meeting in Chapter One, Ralph once again uses the conch shell to call 

another meeting. The group gathers on the place near the beach. At the beginning, there is still a 

sense of interest and order, and Ralph appears confident as the elected leader. The conch 

continues to be a powerful symbol of power, because only the person holding it is allowed to 

speak. 

Ralph starts by telling the boys that no one else lives on the island. He says they need to have 

rules, stay organized, and work together. He reminds them that being saved is the most 

important goal, not just having fun. This shows that Ralph is a leader who cares about order and 

doing the right thing. 

At this point, the first serious conflict arises: a littlun, one of the youngest boys, steps forward 

nervously holding the conch. He is too shy to speak, so another boy helps him. He tells the 

group that he has seen a “snake-thing” or “beastie” in the forest at night. At first, the older boys 

laugh, but his words plant the seed of fear in their minds. Piggy tries to dismiss it, saying the 

child is only imagining things. Jack also laughs, but he confidently declares that if there is a 

beast, his hunters will kill it. Even though the fear is not taken seriously at first, this moment is 

significant because it presents the central symbol of the beast, the darkness of human 

imagination and fear of the unknown. 

Ralph starts talking about being rescued. He says they need to make a signal fire on the 

mountain. His idea makes sense, if a ship passes by, the fire and smoke could help them get 

rescued. The boys get very excited and run up the mountain. This shows how quickly they 

move from being organized to being wild, because they are still children and don’t know how to 

control their interest or act responsibly. 

On the mountain, they begin to gather wood. But when it comes time to light the fire, they 

realize they have no matches. It is then that someone suggests using Piggy’s glasses to focus the 

sunlight and start a flame. The boys snatch the glasses from Piggy without respect, ignoring his 

protests. Still, his glasses provide the solution, and the fire is ignited. This is symbolic: Piggy, 

the voice of reason and intelligence, is always mocked, yet his knowledge and resources are 

essential for survival. His glasses represent science, rationality, and human development. 

The boys’ excitement quickly turns into carelessness. They throw too much wood on the fire, 

and it becomes huge and out of control. Piggy gets angry and tells them they are acting like 

little kids. He says they should build shelters and think before they act, but no one pays 

attention. Ralph tries to calm them down and take charge, but the boys’ excitement is stronger 

than his leadership. 

 



As the fire gets bigger, something terrible happens. The flames spread to the forest and burn a 

large part of it. During the confusion, the boys notice that one of the littluns the same boy who 

talked about the beastie is missing. It’s clear that he has died, even though the story doesn’t say 

it directly. This moment is very important because it’s the first death on the island, showing 

how being careless and not having rules can cause tragedy. The fact that the dead boy is the one 

who first mentioned the beast makes this even more meaningful, connecting fear, death, and the 

fire’s destruction together. 

The chapter ends in a sad and serious way. What began as an exciting plan to get rescued turns 

into destruction and loss. The fire, which first seemed like a sign of hope, becomes a sign of 

danger and confusion. This change shows one of the main ideas of the story , how thin the line 

is between being civilized and becoming savage. 

The Analysis of Chapter 2  

Chapter 2 of Lord of the Flies is a key chapter where William Golding starts to deeply explore 

human behavior, the struggle between order and chaos, and the impact of fear on individuals 

and groups. In this chapter, the boys are trying to create some sense of organization on the 

island, and through their actions, thoughts, and conversations, Golding reveals fundamental 

truths about human nature. 

Ralph, as the elected leader, tries to guide the boys toward civilization. He emphasizes the need 

for rules, cooperation, and responsibility. By asking the boys to build shelters and maintain a 

fire, Ralph demonstrates his understanding that survival is not just about finding food or having 

fun—it is about maintaining order and thinking about the future. His leadership represents 

reason, hope, and the moral side of human nature. However, his attempts are met with 

challenges. The boys’ excitement, carelessness, and tendency to prioritize pleasure over 

responsibility show how difficult it is to uphold rules when there is no authority figure from the 

adult world. This conflict between Ralph’s structured approach and the boys’ impulsive 

behavior illustrates Golding’s central theme: civilization is fragile and requires constant effort 

to maintain. 

The fire in this chapter is a powerful symbol with multiple meanings. On one hand, it 

represents hope, rescue, and connection to the outside world. On the other hand, when the boys 

lose control of it, the fire becomes a symbol of destruction and chaos. This dual symbolism 

shows how human inventions and actions can have both positive and negative consequences. 

The fire also reflects the boys’ inner states: their excitement, impatience, and lack of discipline. 

Through this, Golding suggests that even simple tools or ideas, if not handled responsibly, can 

lead to disaster. 

 

 



Fear is another major element in this chapter. The boys begin to speak about the “beast,” a 

creature that they believe exists on the island. Although the beast is not real, it becomes a 

symbol of the unknown, the darkness within themselves, and the anxieties that emerge in 

isolation. The fear of the beast spreads quickly among the boys, influencing their decisions and 

behavior. Golding uses this fear to demonstrate that it is not external threats that are most 

dangerous, but the fear, imagination, and instincts within humans themselves. This moment 

foreshadows how fear will play a central role in the breakdown of order later in the story. 

The chapter also highlights the development of the characters. Ralph represents leadership, 

reason, and hope. Jack, in contrast, is beginning to show his fascination with hunting, control, 

and power. He represents the pull of savagery and the thrill of dominance. Piggy, the intelligent 

and rational boy, continues to be ignored, showing that logic and moral reasoning are often 

undervalued in the presence of excitement, fear, and group influence. These interactions reveal 

Golding’s deeper message: human nature contains both good and bad impulses, and the struggle 

between them is constant, even among children. 

Golding’s writing style in this chapter is simple yet very effective. Through straightforward 

descriptions and dialogue, he reveals complex psychological and social themes. The tone shifts 

from hope and enthusiasm to tension and fear, mirroring the boys’ unstable situation. The 

author does not need long explanations; the way the boys react, speak, and act conveys the 

themes naturally. The simplicity of the language makes the story accessible, yet the meaning is 

deep and layered. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The death of the boy with the mulberry-colored birthmark is the symbol of: 

 

On the island, the death of the boy is one of the most important and meaningful events in the 

story. It is not just a sad moment, but it also explains many lessons and shows the true nature of 

the boys. First, his death shows the loss of innocence. The boys are still children, but this event 

makes it clear that there is a dark and violent side inside them. Before this, they were playing, 

exploring, and enjoying the freedom of the island. They did not fully understand the dangers 

around them. But after his death, they begin to see that the island is not just a fun place. It 

becomes a place where fear, violence, and danger can grow. This moment shows that even 

children can lose their innocence when they face real danger and harsh reality. 

His death also shows the lack of order and responsibility among the boys. There were no 

strong rules or adults to guide them, and they acted carelessly. They were excited and careless, 

thinking only about fun and adventure, without thinking about safety. Because of this, the 

accident happened. This teaches that without rules, organization, or responsibility, small 

mistakes can quickly turn into serious problems. The boys begin to learn that being careless has 

consequences, and life on the island is not easy or safe. 

Moreover, his death can be seen as the first price of chaos. It is the first clear sign that life on 

the island is dangerous and unpredictable. The island may look like a paradise at first, but soon 

it becomes clear that when there is no control, accidents and tragedies can happen. His death 

warns the boys that the freedom of the island comes with risks. It shows that without leadership 

and rules, chaos can grow, and the boys’ actions can lead to serious harm. This moment also 

makes the boys start to feel fear of the unknown and the challenges around them. 

Finally, his death is closely linked to fear and the idea of the “beast.” He was the first boy to 

talk about the “beast,” and after he dies, fear and death are connected in the minds of the boys. 

They begin to understand that the island is not only physically dangerous, but it is also a place 

where fear can control their thoughts and actions. The idea of the “beast” becomes stronger, and 

the boys’ imagination starts mixing with reality. This fear will continue to grow and influence 

their behavior in ways they do not fully understand yet. 

In addition, this event shows how quickly innocence and order can disappear. The boys start 

to realize that the island is not just a game or a place to have fun. It is a world with rules that 

must be followed, dangers that must be respected, and responsibilities that cannot be ignored. 

His death is a turning point that changes the way they see the island, themselves, and each 

other. It marks the moment when childhood play ends and the serious reality of survival begins. 

 

 


