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INTRODUCTION

Language starts with the ear.  What does this mean? 

This means that a baby learns a language only when he hears the 

sounds his mother does and imitates these sounds. 

a. Hearing 

b. Imitating 

c. Producing language. 

Every language arranges its sounds differently, so children acquire 

the language they hear not a different language.



WHICH ENGLISH?

• Do learners of English (as a second language) need to worry 
about the type of English they must learn? 

• No. Learners must never worry about the type of English they 
are learning. They will eventually communicate meaning, and 
there is no difference between varieties such as Indian English, 
Egyptian English, American English, and more. 



LETTERS AND SOUNDS 

Letters and sounds are two different things. Letters are 

written and sounds are spoken. 

1: One letter can have more than one sound: 

g    /g/  game,  /dȜ / gem, and   /Ȝ / rouge 

2: One sound can be represented in more than one letter: 

/k/   key      car



DEFINITIONS

Phonetics is the scientific study of human speech sounds. 

Speech sounds are called phonemes. 

A phoneme is the minimal sound unit in the sound system. For 

example, pin and bin are different only by the two phonemes /p/ 

and /b/



PHONETICS 
HAS THREE 
BRANCHES: 

• Articulatory Phonetics: the study of how 
speech sounds are produced. 

الكلام أصوات إنتاج كيفية   
   
• Acoustic Phonetics: the study of the physical 

features of the sounds as waves in the air. 
    

الهواء في كموجات للأصوات الفيزيائية السمات 

• Auditory Phonetics: is the study of how 
sounds are perceived.

للمستمع الأصوات إدراك كيفية  



VOICED AND VOICELESS SOUNDS

Voiced sounds: are sounds when they 

are powerful, they cause the vocal 

cords to vibrate. 

Voiceless sounds:  When they are 

smooth, they don't cause the 

vocal cords to vibrate.





HOMEWORK
• Make a poster, describing 
the differences between 
letters and sounds. 
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