
Assessment

CHAPTERONE
BASICASSESSMENTCONCEPTS

AssessmentisatopicofconcerntolanguageTeacher.Althoughteachers
areprimarilyconcernedwithteachingratherthanassessingtheymust
periodicallymeasuretheirstudents'performance.Thischapterintroduces
thestudentstothebasicassessmentconceptsasraisedbythefollowing
questions:
Whydoweassess?
Howdoweassess?
Whatdoweassess?
Whendoweassess?
1.1WHATISASSESSMENT?
Thetitle'assessment'hasbeenchoseninsteadoftestingforitswiderview.
Foralanguageteacher'assessmentincludesanymeansofcheckingwhat
studentscandowiththelanguage.Italsoincludeswhattheycannotdo,
butproperassessmentgivesdueweightto thepositivesideoftheir
achievement.
Assessmentmaybecarriedoutbefore,duringorafteracourse,oritmay
notevenbeconnectedwithacourse.AssessmentmaybeofindividualI
studentsoritmaybetocheckthecapabilityofawholeclass.Thismeans
thatassessmentisconcernedwithteachingaswellaslearning.
1.2WHYDOWEASSESS?
Thereisnouniversallygoodwayofassessing.Whatandhowyouassess
shouldobviouslydependonyourpurpose.Wecandistinguishatleast
sevenimportantpurposesofassessmentwhichindicatesevendifferent
emphasesinmeasuringstudentandpotential.Thereis,however,some
overlapamongthem Asingletestmayhavemorethanonepurposebutthe
moremulti-purposeitisthelesssatisfactoryitislikelytobe.
1.Placement-toplaceorclassifystudentsonasuitablecourse.
2.Diagnosistospecifythestudent'sparticularStrengthsandweaknesses
3.Selection-toselectasfairlyaspossiblethebestCandidatesfora
limitednumberofplacesorjobsorforhighereducation.
4.Evaluation-toevaluatetheeffectivenessofthesyllabusaswellasthe
methodofteachingsoastomakeadjustmentswhenneeded.
5.Progress-toassesswhatthestudentshavelearnedofthespecific
syllabusandwhatprogresstheyhavemade.
6.Prediction-todiscoverpotentialabilitiesand'aptitudesandtopredict
probablefuturesuccesseswhetherinschooloroutside.



7.Accreditation-toprovideevidencethatthestudenthasundergonea
courseoftrainingorstudyandisqualifiedtopracticehisprofession.
TYPESOFTESTS
Consequently,thesedifferentpurposesofassessmentcanberealizedby
fourmajortypelanguagetests:
(1)Achievement/AttainmentTests
These tests can be furthersubdivided into class progress tests and
achievementtests.
Classprogresstests
Theprogresstestisdesignedtomeasuretheextenttowhichthestudents
havemasteredthematerialtaughtintheclassroom.Itisbasedonthe
languageprogrammewhichtheclasshasbeenfollowing.Itsaim isto
stimulatelearningandtoreinforcewhathasbeentaught.Theprogresstest
enablestheteachertobecomemorefamiliarwiththeworkofeachofhis
studentsandwiththeprogressoftheclassingeneral.
Achievementtests
Achievementtests,thoughsimilartoprogresstestsinsomeways,arefar
moreformaltestsandareintendedtomeasureachievementonalarger
scale.Mostannualschoolexaminations,andallpublicexaminationswhich
areintendedtoshowmasteryofaparticularsyllabusareofthistype.
(2)Proficiencytests
Theproficiencytestsalsomeasurewhattesteeshavelearntbuttheyarein
nowayrelatedtoanysyllabusorteachingprogramme.Thesetestsare
concernedsimplywithmeasuringthestudent'scontrolofthelanguagein
thelightofwhathewillbeexpectedtodowithitinhisfutureperformance
ofaparticulartask.Inotherwords,languagetestsofthistypeaim to
assessglobalability.Typically,proficiencytestsareusedintheplacingof
individualsin learning groupsappropriate to theirlevelofknowledge-
beginner, intermediate, advanced, There are several internationally
organizedproficiencytestsinEnglish.Amongthebestknownarethe
TOEFLandtheELTS:
(3)Aptitudetests:
A languageaptitudetest(orprognostictest)isdesignedmeasurethe
student'sprobableperformanceinaforeignlanguagewhichhehasnot
started to learn.Aptitude tests generallyseek to predictthe student
probable strengths and weaknesses in learning foreign languages.By
measuringhisperformanceinanartificiallanguage.Languagelearning
aptitudeconsistsofmanyfactorsincluding:intelligence,motivation,age,
memory,etc.
(4)Diagnostictests



Although the term,diagnostic tests'is widely used few tests are
constructedsolelyasdiagnostictests.Achievementsandproficiencytests
arefrequentlyusedfordiagnosticpurposes.Theaim istofindoutthe
strongandweakpointsoftheclassasawholeandindividualstudentso
thatappropriate;remedialactioncanbetaken.
1:3HOW DOWEASSESS?
Thequestionabouthowtoassessansweredeitherintermsofdescribing
the varietyoftesting techniques orthe consideration ofa series of
conflictingmodesofassessment,Wemayidentifysomeofthemajorones
asfollows:
FormalvsInformal
FormativevsSummative
ContinuousvsTerminal
InternalvsExternal
CourseworkvsExamination
Althoughthedistinctionmadearesometimestoofineandthereisoften
consideredoverlapbetweenthemodes,thiscontrastingpresentationis
significantfortheconstructionofassessment.
Formalandinformalassessment

 Formalassessmentis standardized,large-scale tests which are
prepared by professionaltesting institutions in the selection,
thousandsofstudentsforthepurposeofselectionorplacementand
evaluationofstudents.

 Informalassessmentisoftenuseddiagnosticallybytheteacherto
obtain reliable insights aboutthe students’ability and state of
development.

Formativeandsummativeassessment
 Formativeassessment:helpstoshowwhichaspectsthestudenthas

masteredandwhereremedialworkisnecessary.Thetestsaretobe
givenduringthecourseofinstruction.

 TheSummativeassessment:ontheotherhandisusuallygivenatthe
endofthecoursetomeasurethesum totalofthematerialcovered.

ContinuousVSterminalassessment:
 Continuousassessmentmeanscontinuousupdatingofjudgments

aboutstudents’performanceinrelationtospecificsubject.
 Terminalassessmentmeansassessmentthattakesplaceattheend

ofthecourse.

Thetwomodescouldbeputtogethertoform somefinalassessment.



InternalvsExternalassessment
Internalassessmentisusuallycarriedoutbytheteacherofthesubject
onceamonthorayeartocheckstudents’progress.
Externalassessmentisusuallyconstructedbyateam ofspecialistsoran
organizationoutsidetheschoolandappliedonthousandsofstudentsfor
thepurposeofselectionorplacement.

CourseworkvsExamination
 Examinations are eitherschoolexamination constructed by the

teacherorteachersofthesubjectinagivenschool,orministry
examinations constructed and administrated by the ministry of
education.

 Courseworkisworkcompletedbythestudentsunderthesupervision
oftheirteachers.Forexampleassignment,fieldwork

1.4WHATDOWEASSESS?
Clearlythe answerto this question is language.When analyzing the
languagebeingtestedwehavetoconsiderthewholesystem oflanguage
skillsandcomponents.Indeedlanguageskillsaresocomplexandso
relatedtoeachothersthatitmayseem impossibletoseparatethem for
thepurposeofanykindofassessment.Fourmajorskillsincommunicating
throughlanguageareoftenbroadlydefinedaslistening;speakingreading
andwriting.Waysofassessingperformanceintheseskillsmaytakethe
form oftests
1.Listeningcomprehension
including,phonemediscrimination,stressandintonationaswellas
recordedtextsfollowedbyquestionsofvaryingtechniques.
2.Speakingability–intheform ofaninterview,picture-descriptionor
roleplaying.
3.Readingcomprehension-inwhichquestionsaregiventoteststudents'
abilitytounderstandtextbyapplyingcertaincognitiveskillsasscanning,
skimming,anddrawingconclusions.
4.AWritingability-usuallyintheform ofletters,instructions,accountsof
pastevents,...etc.
Thelinguisticcomponentsoftheforgoingskillsare:grammar,vocabulary
andphonology.Theseelementsmaybeisolatedforteachingandtesting



purposesasinthefollowingexamples:
Testofphonology
Whichvowelsoundisdifferent?
A.go.*B.got.C.close.D.smoke
Testofgrammar
Youwouldgetbettersoonifyou----adoctor.
A.see.*B.saw.C.areseeingD.hadseen
Testofvocabulary
To…-someonemeanstosavehim from danger.
A.praise.B.injure.*C.rescue.D.murder
.
1.5WHENDOWEASSESS?
Itisimportanttodeterminewhentoassess,asitisimportanttodetermine
how and whatto assess.The three terms 'terminal,periodic and
'continuous'assessmentsareoftenused.Assessmentcanbeintroduced
atdifferentstagesofacourseofstudy.

1.Terminaloffinalsimplymeansassessmentthattakesplaceatthe
endofapredeterminedperiodorunit,as,forexample,aschoolyear
oracourseofstudy.Itoughttherefore,toconcernitselfwiththe
wholeofwhatisbeingtaught.

2.Periodic assessmentmeasures levels achievementreached at
predeterminedintervalsthroughoutthecourse.

3.Continuousassessmentisgiventohaveacontinuousupdatingof
judgementaboutastudent'sperformance.Awell-designedflexible
programme of continuous assessment would be perfectly
appropriateforacyclicalsubjectlikeEnglishlanguage,whereasit
might be impracticable for a linear subject like Geography.
Continuousassessment,thus,helpsmakeassessmentanintegral
partoftheteaching/learningprocess.



CHAPTERTWO

APPROACHESTOLANGUAGEASSESSMENT

Moderntheoriesaboutthenatureoflanguageseem toinfluencetheories

aboutlanguagelearning.Whichinturninfluenceways,andmethodsof

teachingandtesting.Thedirectionofinfluenceisusuallyfrom linguistic

theorytolearningtheorytoteachingmethodsandeventuallytotesting.

2.1THEESSAY-TRANSLATIONAPPROACH

Thisapproachisreferredtoasthepre-scientificstageoflanguagetesting.

No specialskillin testing isrequired.Thereisalackofconcern for

objectivityandfortestreliability.Thetestsaremainlywrittenexercises:

translation,composition,and grammaticalanalysisand sometimes,an

aural/oralcomponent.

2.2THESTRUCTURALISTAPPROACH

Thisapproachismainlycharacterizedbytheview thattestingcanbe

objective,precise,reliableandscientificSpolsky(1975).Objectivetests

havebeendeveloped,themostwidelyusedbeingthemultiple-choiceitems.

Statisticalmethodshavebeenimprovedtomeasurethereliabilityand

validityoftestsContrastiveanalysisisalsousedtoidentifyProblems

faced bysecond orforeign learners.Thetestsmeasurethelearners’

masteryoftheseparateelementsofthelanguage:phonology,vocabulary

andgrammar.Theskillsoflistening,speaking,readingandwritingarealso

testedseparately.ThebestexampleofthesetestsistheTOEFL(Testof

EnglishForeignLanguage).

Studentshavetocompleteorcorrectthesesentencesbyselectingor



supplyingthecorrectanswersasinthefollowingexamplesofstructure

andvocabulary:

1.Iwant_____homenow.
A.togoB.go

C.goingD.Went

2.Sheneedstogetupearliersoshe’sbuying____clock

A.atimeB.abell

C.awatchD.analarm

2.3THEINTEGRATIVEAPPROACH

Thisapproachinvolvesthetestingoflanguageincontextandinconcerned

withmeaningandthetotalcommunicativeeffectofdiscourse.Thus,itis

theexactreverseofanalyticalassessmentsinceitattemptstoassess

severalelementsandperhapsskillsatthesametime.Integrativetestsare

bestcharacterizedbytheuseofclozetestingwhichreflectsthebest

featureofthetwoapproaches:analyticalandintegrative.From atext,

wordsareremovedatregularintervalsTheexamineehastofillinthe

missingwords.Thus,thetaskisholistici.e.,grammarandvocabularyand

overallmeaningaretestedsimultaneously-butthescoringisobjective.

Other types of integrative tests are dictation,oralinterviews and

compositionwriting,whichwillbedealtwithlaterinthisbook.

Thefollowingisanexampleofaclozetestinwhicheveryseventhword

hasbeendeleted.

AfriendofmineiscalledEdwardPortman.Heisapleasantyoung

man.Hehasgotajobin___(1)officeofalargefactory,not___(2)from his

home.Heworksthere___(3)daysaweek,MondaytoFriday,from ___(4)

o’clocktofive-thirty.Helives___(5)hisparentsandhelpsthem with___(6)

moneyforfoodandaccommodation.At___(7)-endshespendssometime

repairing___(8)smallcar,whichheboughtsecond___(9).Hehasgotfew

responsibilities.He___(10)hisjob.

Answers:

1.an2.far3.five4.nine5.with

6.some7.Week8.His9.hand10.1ikes

2.4THECOMMUNICATIVEAPPROACH

Theapproachissometimeslinkedtotheintegrativeapproachastheyboth

emphasizetheimportanceofthemeaning ofutterance.However,the



communicative tests are concerned primarily with assessing real

communication.Thetestsshouldindicatehowwellastudentcanfunction

inthetargetlanguage.Consequentlythetasksshouldrelatetoreal-life

situationswithemphasisonauthenticmaterials.Language‘use’isoften

emphasized to the exclusion oflanguage ‘usage’.Language Use is

concerned with how peopleuselanguageforamultitudeofdifferent

Purposeswhilelanguageusageconcernstheformalpatternsoflanguage.

Finally,communicativetestinghasintroducedtheconceptofcriterion-

referenced assessmentin preference to norm-referenced assessment.

Criterionassessmentratesstudentsagainstcertainstandards,butnorm-

assessmentcompareseachstudentwithhisclassmate.

CHAPTERTHREE

CHARACTERISTICSOFASSESSMET

Assessment,ifitistoadequatelyfulfillitspurpose,shouldsatisfythe

requirementsofthreekey.Thetestwhichisappropriateintermsofour

objectiveisavalidtest.Iftheevidenceitprovidesisdependable,itisa

reliabletest.And,ifitcandothiswitheaseandeconomy,itisapractical

test.We shellnow examine the qualities ofvalidity,reliability,and

practicalityindetail.

3.1VALIDITY

Validityisthedegreetowhichatestmeasure.Whatitissupposedto

measureorcan beused successfullyforthepurposeforwhich itis

intended.Twoquestionsmustalwaysbeconsidered:

1.Whatpreciselydoesthetestmeasure?

2.Howwelldoesitdoit?

Typesofvalidity
(a)ContentValidity

Almostcertainlythemostimportantforthepracticingteacheristheextent



towhichatestadequatelycoversthesyllabustobetested.Avalidtest

mustbebaseduponacarefulanalysisofthesubjectorskillwearetesting.

Itmustalsobeconstructedastorepresentadequatelyeachportionofthis

analysis.If,forexample,atestistomeasurestudents'masteryofEnglish

grammaticalstructures,theteacherhastostudytheunitandpickoutthe

new structure points.He has then to plan how the students are to

demonstratemasteryofthesestructuresinbehaviouralterms.Thisis

achievedbytheuseofaspecificationtableofcontentandbehaviour(i.e.,

recognitionorproduction).

(b)EmpiricalValidity

Ifwearetochecktheeffectivenessofatestandtodeterminehowwellthe

testmeasures,weshouldrelatethetestscorestosomeindependent,

outsidecriteriasuchasscoresgivenattheendofthecourseorthe

teacher'sjudgmentofhisstudentsoranexternalexamination.

(c)FaceValidity

Thissimplymeansthewaythetestlookstotheexaminees,supervisorsor

ingeneraltothepeopleconcernedwiththeeducationofthestudents.

Obviouslyface validitycan neverreplace contentvalidityorempirical

validity;yetitsimportanceshouldnotbeunderestimated.

(d)ConstructValidity

Atestissaidtopossessconstructvalidityifitisdesignedinaccordance

withatheoryoflanguagebehaviourandlearning.Forexample,ifthe

courseofstudyisbasedontheassumptionthatsystematiclanguage

habitsarebestacquiredbymeansofthestructuralapproachthenatest,

which emphasizesthe situationalmeaning oflanguage,willhave low

constructvalidity.

3.2RELIABILITY

Reliabilitymeansthestabilityoftestscores.Presumably,ifthesametest

isgiventwicetothesamegroupofstudents,underthesameconditions,it

wouldgivethesameresults.Therequisitesofadependabletestarethe

following:

(1)Multiplesamples

Themoresamplesofstudents'performancewetakethemorereliablewill

beourassessmentoftheirknowledgeandability.Consequently,thetest

mustbelongenoughtoprovideageneroussamplingoftheareastested.



Anditshouldalsocontainawidevarietyoflevelsofdifficulty.

(2)StandardConditions

Thereliabilityofthetestscorescanbeassuredonlyifallstudentstakethe

examinationunderidenticalconditions.Inalisteningtest,forexample,all

studentsmustbeabletoheartheitemsclearly.

(3)StandardTasks

Allstudentsmustbegiventhesameitemsoritemsofequaldifficulty.In

otherwords,thetestsmustbeidenticalsoastheformat.

(4)StandardScoring

Alltestmustbescoredinanidenticalmanner.Thescorershouldgivethe

sameornearlythesamescorerepeatedlyforthesametestperformance.

Two or more scorers should give equivalent score for the same

performance.Objectiveteststendtobemorereliablethanfreeresponse

testslikecomposition,whereindividualjudgementmustbemade.

3.3PRACTICALITY

Athirdcharacteristicofassessmentisitspracticalityorusability.Atest

whichisvalidandreliablebutdifficulttoadministerorscoreorwhichis

expensivemayfailtogainacceptance.

Twoparametersappeartobeinvolved:

(1)Economy:Thecostintime,moneyandpersonnelofadministratinga

particulartest.

(2)Ease:Thedegreeofdifficultyexperiencedintheadministratingand

scoringofthetest,forexample,anoraltestthatdemandstheuseofatape

recorderisnotpracticalifithastobeadministeredtothousandsof

students.



CHAPTERFOUR
TECHNIQUESOFASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENTMETHODS
Thereisaconsiderablerangeoftechniquesbywhichthestudents'abilities
andperformancecanbetested.Theprocessofchoosingtheappropriate
oneisgovernedbyanumberofconsiderationsincluding:
a.Subjectmatter
b.Purpose
c.Age
d.Ability
e.Time
Eachtechniquehasadvantagesanddisadvantages,andthereareboth
advantages and disadvantages in using a varietyoftechniques.This
chapterisconcernedwithadescriptionofthethreemajortypesofthe
techniquesavailableforthelanguageteacher:
Writtenassessment
Oralassessment
Auralassessment



There are ofcourse othertechniques like:Practicalassessmentand
Coursework(includingprojectsandfieldwork),butthesetechniquesare
moreappropriateforsubjectslikeScience,Geographyandthelike.

WRITTENASSESSMENTWhendescribingwrittenassessmentwetendto
useawiderangeoftermswhichrunfrom 'open'to'closed'Aquestionat
theopenendislikelytoaskthestudenttosupplymaterialoritrequires
morewritingthanreading.Suchquestionsarelikelytobeeasiertosetthan
tomarkandtoprovidelimitedcoverage)Questionsattheclosedend
representtheoppositecharacteristics.Thestudentselectsfrom thegiven
materialandhasmorereadingtodothanwriting.Thesequestionsare
easiertomarkthantosetandpermitawidecoverage.Thesamesystem of
classification can beapplied to oralquestioning,exceptthatlistening
replacesreadingandspeakingreplaceswriting.

TYPESOFWRITTENQUESTIONS
1)ObjectiveItems(orClosedresponse)
Anobjectiveitem (item istheterm morecommonlyusedthanquestion)is
onewhichisaskedinsuchawaythatthereisonlyonepredetermined
correctanswer.Thisdefinitionrulesoutanyquestionwhichrequiresan
answertobesupplied,howevershort,sincejudgementisneededinthe
markingofsuchanswers.Itis
necessarytoemphasizethattheonlythingthatisobjectiveaboutan
objectiveitem ortestisitsmarkingeverythingelseaboutitinvolvesthe
takingofsubjectivejudgement,forexample,whattoincludeandwhatto
excludeintheoptionortest.
2)Semi-objectiveQuestionsSemi-objectiveitemsaredesignedtoelicit
answerswhichmaybemarkedmoreorlessobjectivelynọtsoobjectively
aswithmultiplechoicetestsandnotsoobjectivelyaswithopen–ended
oressayquestions.Semi-objective questions are fundamentallyshort
questionsthatrequiremorethanjustrecognitionaswithobjectiveitems.
Actuallytheyareconsideredthemostpromisingformsformeasuring,
misunderstanding,reasoning,creativethinkingandproblem solving.
3)Subjective (orFree-response)QuestionsThe term free-response or
sometimesopen-endedimpliestwothings:first,thestudenthastodecide
whattoincludeandwhattoexcludeinhisanswerandsecondly,thereis
normallynopreciselimitsinthequestionsthemselvesastobethelength
orstyle ofanswer.Essay questions and composition are the most
appropriateformsforassessingcommandoflanguage.Markingthese
questionsissubjective,sinceitisaffectedbythejudgmentofthetester.



OBJECTIVEITEMS
Objectivetestshavethefollowingcommoncharacteristics:
1.Eachobjectivetestitem hasapreciselydefinedproblem thatcanbe
solvedinashorttime.
2.Anobjectivetestisusuallyhighlyreliable
3.Anobjectivetestusuallyhashighcontentvalidity.
4.Thetestprovideswidecoverageofsubjectcontent.
5.Itcanbespeedilyand'easilymarked
6.Markingisnotinfluencedbythemarker'sprejudices."
7.Ithastheadvantageofbeingeasytoexaminestatistically.
Objectivetestsincludethefollowingtechniques:

a.Multiple-choice
b.True/false
c.Matching
d.Rearranging
e.Supplying
f.Labelling
MULTIPLE-CHOICEITEMS

Themultiple-choicetestisgenerallyrecognizedasthemostwidely
applicabletypeofobjectivetests.Itmaybenecessarytostartwith
familiarizingthestudentwiththeterminologyused,namely:
(a)Discreteitem:asinglecompleteitem.
(b)Stemstheinitialpartoftheitem whichmaybeintheform ofaquestion
orincompletestatement.
(c)Options:allthechoicesoranswers(usuallyfourorfive).
(d)Key:thecorrectanswer.
(e)Distractors:theincorrectchoices.
(f)Item Set:Fiveormoreitemsbaseduponcommonmaterial,forexample
apassage.
Thefollowingexamplesillustratethecomponentpartsofadiscreteitem or
amultiple-choiceitem.

ADVANTAGESANDDISADVANTAGESOFMC

(a)Advantages
(1)Themultiple-choicetestcanbeansweredinashorttimeandthetest
canhaveawideconverge.
(2)Largenumberofpeoplecanbetestedinashorttime.



(3)Itiseasytomarkandthemarkingisobjective.
(4)Ithascontentvalidityandhighreliability.
(5)Theycanbesetforanylevelofdifficulty.
(6)Itisusuallyfreefrom ambiguityasitrestrictsthepupils’responsestoa
specificarea.
(b)Disadvantages

(1)Writingatechnicallysounditem isnoteasy.
(2)Ittakesalongtime.
(3)Thetestresultscanbedistortedbypupilsguessingtheanswersand
cheatingbycopyingothersanswers.
(4)Onlyrecognitionandrecallareexpectedfrom thetestes.
(5)Itcanhaveanegativeinfluenceonclassworkandlearningmethods.
Studentsmayseenoneedstopracticewritingandtheymaylookforfacts
ratherthanseekadeeperunderstanding.
(6)Ithasthedifficultyoffindingsufficientnumberofincorrectbut
plausibledistractors.

TRUE/FALSEITEMS
Thetrue-falseitem consistsofadeclarativestatementthatthetesteeis
askedtomarkastrueoffalse,rightorwrong,correctorincorrect,yesorno,
agreeordisagreeandthelike.Ineachthereareonlytwopossibleanswers.
Thetesteeisaskedtoselectone.True/falseitemsareusedformeasuring
theabilitytoidentifythecorrectnessofstatementsoffacts,definitionsof
items,statenientsofprinciplesandthelike,forexample:

(a)Indicatebydeletingthewrongalternativewhetherthefollowing
statementsaretrueorfalse:
{eTRUE/FALSE1.Theearthisaplanet.
TRUE/FALSE2.Theearthrevolvesroundthemoon.

(b)Anothervariantisasfollows:Drawacircleround"T"ifthestatement
istrueandacircleround"F"ifthestatementisfalse.

ADVANTAGESANDDISADVANTAGES

Advantages
(1)True/falseitemsarefrequentlyeasytoconstruct.
(2)Theycancoverawidesamplingofthecoursematerial.
(3)Scoringiseasy.

Disadvantages



(1)Thelearningoutcomesarelargelylimitedtotheknowledgearea.
(2)Thepupils'chancesofguessingcorrectlyareusuallymuchgreaterthan
thetheoreticallevelof50percent.
.

MATCHINGITEMS
Thistestformatinitssimplestform consistsoftwolistswithinstructions
ashowthematchingistobeundertaken.Theitemsinthefirstlistofwhich
amatchissoughtarecalledpremisesandthoseintheotherlistfrom
whichaselectionismadearecalledresponses.Thepupil’staskisto
identifythepairsofitemsthataretobeassociated.

ADVANTAGESANDDISADVANTAGESOFMATCHING
Advantages
(1)Themajoradvantageisthatitispossibletomeasurealargeamountof
relatedfactualmaterialinarelativelyshorttime,forexample
PersonsandAchievements
DatesandHistoricalevents
TermsandDefinitions
Authorsandtitlesofbooks
MachinesandUses
ParisandFunctions
PicturesandWords
(2)Anotheradvantageiseaseofconstruction.

Disadvantages
(1)Matchingtestsarerestrictedtothemeasurementoffactual
information.
(2)Findingsignificanthomogeneousmaterialissometimesdifficult.
(3)Itsalsoreducingmultiplechoicetest.Onceyouhavematchedthefirst
onestherearefeweroptionsleft.Eventuallyyoumayfindtheanswertothe
difficultoneistheonlyoneleft.

REARRANGEMENT
Thistestformatdemandsthearrangementofanumberofwordstomake
ameaningfulsentenceor,toarrangeajumbledseriesofsentencesof
formulateameaningfulandcoherent/pieceofwriting.Thistypethough
easytodesigncanassesseffectivelythestudents’commandoflanguage
syntacticallyandsemantically.Considerthefollowingexample:

(1)Putthewordsintoanappropriateordertomakeupacompleteand
grammaticallycorrectEnglishsentence.



home,quickly,he,so,is,walking,as,time,reach,in.
Answer

Heiswalkingquicklysoastoreachhomeintime.
(2)Rewritethisshortconversationintherightorder.
‘I’vedrunkitall.’
Yes,please,Sara.’
‘‘CanIhavesomeofyourPepsi,Johń?‘
‘Sorry,I’vespentallmymoney’
‘DoyouwantsomemoneyforPepsi?’

SUPPLYTYPE
Thetesteeisgivenagroupofwordsfollowingbyanumberofincomplete
sentences.Heisaskedtosupplythemostappropriatewordsthatcanfill
theblanks.Forexample:
Writethenumberofthesentenceandtheletterofthemostsuitable
prepositionthatfillstheblank.
A.onB.aboutC.withD.intoE.acrossF.at
1.Areyouangry……me?
2.Johnisconcerned--Mary.
3.Heran--theroad.
4.Thievesbroke…..theNationalBanklastnight.

LABELLING
Labellingisanothertypeofobjectivetests.Thetesteeisrequiredtolabel
certainareasofadiagram orpicture.Thistestformatcanbeusedtotest
vocabularyknowledge,particularlywithbeginners.Thevisualcueis
accompaniedbyawrittencuesoastofocusstudentsattentiononthe
specificlexicalunittobesupplied.Forhigherlevelsoflanguagemastery,
studentsmaybeaskedtotranscodetheinformationgotfrom areading
texttoatable,graphandthelike.
Thediagram belowshowsafootballfield.Writetheletterofthecorrect
labelnexttothenumberofthespot.
A.goalareab.halfwaylinec.penaltyspotD.goale.fullbacksf.touchline
g.centerspoth.forwards
(1)——(2)——-(3)—-(4)----(5)——(6)———(7)——-(8)——

SEMI-OBJECTIVEQUESTIONS
Semi-objectivequestionscombinesomeofthevirtuesofbothobjective,
andsubjectivequestions.Theproblemsareshortandhighlystructured,



nevertheless,theyprovidetheexamineewiththeopportunitytocompose
hisownanswers.
Semi-objectivequestionsfillthegapinassessmenttechniquesbetween
thefreeresponsessoughtbyessaywritingandthelimitedresponses
neededbyobjectiveitems.Semi-objectivequestionsasusedinlanguage
testingmayrequiretheexamineetocompleteasentenceortocompose
oneormoreofhisaccordingtoveryspecificdirections,forexample:
(1)Filltheblankspacewithawordderivedfrom thewordbetween
brackets.
Tobe--itisgenerallynecessarytobewelleducated.(success)
(2)Definetheterm validity?
Thelatterquestionclearlyasksforashortreply,whereasthe.form eris
quitesimpleanddirect.
ADVANTAGESANDDISADVANTAGESOESEMI-OBJECTIVE

QUESTIONS

Advantages
(1)Thequestionsarequickandeasytowrite.
(2)Theyarelesstimeconsumingtoconstructthanmultiplechoice.
(3)Theyrequiremuchlessscoringtimethanwouldacomposition.
(4)Theyembraceagreatersubjectareathanacompositionquestion.
(5)Theydemandacertainamountofcoherenceintheanswer
(6)Theyrequiremorethanjustrecognitionandrecall.
(7)Theopportunityforguessingthecorrectanswerismuchlessthanthat
ofamultiplechoiceitem.
(8)Therelativelyhighobjectivityofmarkingmakesthistestreliable.

Disadvantages
Aswithallformsoftesttechniques,thesemiobjectivequestionsdohave
somedisadvantages.
(1)Theytakelongertoscorethanobjectivetests.
(2)Quitefrequentlythereareanumberofpossiblerightanswers,someof
whichmightnothavebeenconsideredbythetesterwhenpreparingthe
test.
(3)Theyarenotsuitableforcertainanswerssuchasanswerstoquestions
onliteraryappreciation.
SUGGESTIONSFORCONSTRUCTINGSEMI-OBJECTIVEITEMS(1)
Selectmaterialthatisbriefandmeaningful.(2)Designtestitemsthat
requireanalysisandinterpretationofthematerial.(3)Writeamarking
scheme.



TECHNIQUESUSED
Techniquesusedinsemi-objectivequestionsinclude::
(1)Transformation
(2)Completion
(3)ClozeTest
(4)Short-answerQuestions
TRANSFORMATIONITEMS
Thetransformationitemsareextremelyusefulfortestingthestudent's
abilitytoconstructandproducesentences.Awiderangeofgrammatical
areascanbecoveredinthistestformat,forexample:Rewriteeachofthe
followingsentencesbeginningeachnew sentencewiththewordsgiven.
Makethenecessarychangeswithoutchangingthemeaning.
1.Whereisthestationcar-park?Mrs.Smithasked.
Mrs.Smithasked-------------
2.Ilastsawhim whenIwasastudent.Ihavenot----------
COMPLETIONITEMS
Carefullyconstructedcompletionitemsareausefulmeansoftestingthe
student's ability to produce correctly grammatical and meaningful
sentences.Thus,asemantictaskorstructuralonecanbecoveredinthis
test.Completionitemsareconsideredpreferabletomultiple-choiceitems
in certain testsituations,since they measure production ratherthan
recognitionandareeasier
toconstructthanitemswithdistractorsasfollows:
Writeawordderivedfrom thewordbetweenbrackets.
1.Be-----whenyoucrosstheroad.(care)
2.Hisarrivalwas------unexpected.(complete)
Completethefollowing:
1.EvenifIhadstoodonachair----.
2.Heworkedsohardthat-----.
CLOZETESTS

Althoughclozecompletionitems,theyshouldnotbeconfusedwithsimple
blank-fillingtests.Atextischosenfirst,thenthetesterdeleteseverynth
word.
Theblanksareofuniform length.Theintervalatwhichwordsadeletedis
usuallybetweeneveryfifthandeverytenthword.
Theclozetest,whichwasoriginallyintendedtomeasurereadingdifficulty
inthefirstlanguage,hasrecentlybeengreatlyusedinforeignlanguage
testing.TheprincipleisbasedontheGestalttheoryof'closure'(closing
gapsinpatternssubconsciously).Theclozetestmeasuresthestudent's
abilitytodecodeinterruptedmessagesbymakingthemostacceptable



substitutionsfrom allthecontextualcluesavailable.Thelengthofthetext
isgenerallyoneortwoparagraphswitharoundtwentyblanks.
Therearetwomethodsofscoringaclozetest.Onemarkmaybeawarded
foreachacceptableansweroronemarkmaybeawardedforeachexact
Bothmethodsarereliable.Nostudentshouldbepenalizedformis-spelling
unlessawordissobadlyspeltthatitcannotbeunderstood.Inaddition,no
deletionsshouldbemadeinthefirstfewsentencessothatthetestees
haveachancetobecomefamiliarwiththesubjectofthetext.
Variousmodifiedclozetestshavebeenproposed.Inthestandardcloze
testeverynthwordisdeleted.Inthemodifiedtypeselectedwordsare
deleted,forexamplefunctionwords.
Thefollowingisanexampleofaclozetest.
..LettertotheEditor
DearSir,
Everyyearahuge.amountofmoneyiswastedoncigarettes.Andevery
year
thousandsofpeopledieoflungcancer.Atthesametimegovernmentstry
to
discouragepeoplefrom smokingbyprohibitingsmokinginpublicplaces
like
cinemasandtheaters,andmaking'nosmoking'compartmentsonalltrains,
buses
andairplanes.Itisawfulsittingnexttosomeoneblowingsmokeallover
you,if
youdon’tsmokeyourself.
Personally,Ibelievethatthereisasimplesolutiontothisproblem.
Cigarettes
shouldbebannedandthemanufactureandsaleofcigarettesshouldbe
forbidden
bylaw.Theonlypeoplewhowouldsufferfrom suchalawwouldbethe
cigarette
companies,butweallknowthattheycontributenothingtosociety.
.YoursSincerely,
R.D.Brown
Filleachoftheblanksinthepassagewithoneword.
Everyyearahugeamountofmoneyiswastedoncigarettes.Andeveryyear
thousandsofpeopledieoflungcancer.Atthesametimegovernmentsto
discouragepeoplefrom----byprohibitingsmokinginpublic-----likecinemas
andtheaters,andmaking'nosmoking’compartmentson-trains,busesand
airplanes.Itis-----sittingnexttosomeoneblowing------alloveryou,ifyou-----



somkeyourself.
Personally,Ibelieve------thereisasimplesolution----thisproblem.
Cigarettesshould
be----andthemanufactureandsale-----cigarettesshouldbeforbidden------
law.Theonly
peoplewho-----sufferfrom suchalaw------bethecigarettecompanies,but--
----allknow
thattheycontribute-----tosociety.
Completethefollowingarticlebychoosingtheletternexttothewordthat
best
fitseachspace.
ThecoastalvillageofBreedontodaywelcomedhomeFrankPhilipsatthe
endof
histwo-yearvoyage(1)-----theworld.Mr.Philips,whois75,wasborninthe
villageandwasa(2)----attheschoolfor50years.Whenheretiredhe(3)----
his
housetobuyaboatandseetheworld.Nowhehasreturnedtothevillage
(4)---
hehassomanyfriends.
Whenaskedwhathewasgoingtodo(5)---Frankrepliedthathewantedto
write
abookabouthistravels.Hehadkeptadiary(6)----thevoyageand(7)---over
600
hundredphotographsofthe(8)----placeshehadvisited.Frankhopesthe
book
will(9)----Peopleofallagestotakeupthesportof(10)----all
1.*a.around.b.throughc.Ind.along
2.a.student.b.pupilc.officer*d.teacher
3.*a.sold..b.managedc.boughtd.owned
4.a.whichb.what*c.whered.who
5.a.then*b.nextc.recentlyd.last
6.a.beforeb.after*c.duringd.in
7.a.seen*b.takenc.drawnd.shown
8.*a.excitingb.terriblec.funnyd.usual
9.a.invite*b.encouragec.inform d.offer
10.*a.sailingb.travellingc.photographyd.writing
4.22SHORT-ANSWERQUESTIONS
Short-answerquestionsaresetintheform ofseveralsub-questions.They
mayberelatedtothesametopic.Thistypeofquestionscouldbebasedon
acommonsetofdatathatmaybeintheform ofwrittenmaterial,tables,



charts,graphs,orpictures.Thetesteemaybeaskedtoidentify
relationshipsinthedata,torecognizevalidconclusions,toappraise
assumptionsorinferences,andthelike.Thistechniquethen,measures
highermentalprocessessuchasreasoning,
creativethinking,problem solvingandvalidconclusionsthatwerelimitedin
the
pastentirelytocompositionquestions.
4.23COMPOSITIONQUESTIONS
Compositionquestionshavethreemaincharacteristics:
(1)Thestudentmustdecideonthematerialwhichhewillincludeinhis
answer.
(2)Limitsarenotsetuponthelengthorthestyle,oftheresponse,although
thiscanbepredeterminedtoanextentbydemandsmadeinthequestion.
(3)Littleornoguidanceisprovidedforthetesteealthoughthequestion
itself
shouldbespecificandunambiguous.
4.24ADVANTAGESANDDISADVANTAGES
Advantages
1.Thequestionisrelativelyeasytoset.
2.Itisagoodmeasureofpowerofexpression.
3.Compositionquestionsingeneralhaveadesirableinfluenceonstudents'
study
habits.
4.Theyareoftenregardedasadeviceforimprovingwritingskills.
Disadvantages
1.Theunreliabilityofscoringsincemarkingissubjective,asdifferent
examinerswillscorethisquestiondifferently.
2.Theamountoftimerequiredforscoringtheanswer.
3.Thelimitedsamplingtheyprovide.Asinglequestiondoesnotprovidean
acceptablemeasureofthetestee'sability.
SUGGESTIONSFORCONSTRUCTINGCOMPOSITIONQUESTIONS

1.Restricttheuseofthesefreeresponsequestionstotheselearning
outcomes

thatcannotbesatisfactorilymeasuredbyobjectiveitems
2.Clarifythequestiontomakeitasspecificaspossibleandpresentthe
pupils
withadefinitetask.
3.Indicatethetimelimitforeachquestionkeepinginmindtheslower
pupils'
writingspeed.



4.Avoidtheuseofmanyoptionalquestionsasthatmayinfluencethe
validityof
thetestresults.
5.Useascoringschemeandprepareatoutlineoftheexpectedanswerin
advance.Expecttomodifythisinthelightofstudents'responses.
6.Evaluateallanswerstoeachquestionatonetime.
7.Settwowrittentasksofdifferingtypesinsteadofone.

TECHNIQUESOFTESTINGCOMPOSITON
Compositionquestionscanbeconvenientlyclassifiedintotwokinds:
guided
(orrestricted)compositionquestionsandfree(orextended)composition
questions.ExamplesonbothtypesarefoundinChapter8.

Chaptersix

VocabularyTest

Itisconsideredimportanttotestknowledgeofindividual

vocabularyitemsforthreemainreasons

First:theyrepresentoneoftheprinciplecomponentsoflanguage.

Second;thetestingofindividualvocabularyitemsenablesthe

testertoincludealargenumberofitemsinthelimitedtime

availableforanytest.

Third:thetestingofindividualitemsallowsforgreaterobjectivity

inmarkingwhichprovidesabalanceforthemoresubjective

assessmentinmarkingpiecesofconnectedwriting.

Adistinctionshouldbemadebetweentheactiveandpassive

vocabulary.Activevocabularyistestedasapartofintegrated

skillsintheconnectedwritingorspeakingquestions.While

passivevocabularyistestedinthecomprehensionquestions.

Thevocabularyitemsareusuallydrawndirectlyfrom thetextbook

usedinclass.

Techniquesfortestingvocabularyitems

1.Multiplechoiceconcernscompletion,antonym,synonym.



2.Matchingitems

3.Wordset

4.Gapfilling

CHAPTERSEVEN

TESTINGREADINGCOMPREHENSION

7.1.Inmostcoursesofhigherstudyaswellasintheinitialstages,the

amountofinputinformationpresentedfarexceedsanytypeofoutput

requiredfrom thestudent.Itfollowsfrom thisinthewrittenmodethe

receptiveskillofreadingisprobablyofstudentsthantheproductiveoneof

writing.readingisgivengreaterimportanceforitisgivenfurtherweighting

intheformatusedfortestingindividualgrammaticalitems,vocabulary

itemsandinthequestionsthatactasatransitionbetweenthetwotypesof

skills.

Ideally,ofcourse,theinputprocedureisnotentirelyapassiveoneand

studentsneedtobeabletoprocesstheinformationinanumberofways.

TheProvessinginvolvesvariousimportantcognitiveskillsexemplifiedin

thefollowinglist:

 Anabilitytocomprehendthewholedespitelackoforincomplete

comprehensionofsomeparts.

 Anabilitytogivecloseattentionandfollowstepbystepdetail.

 Anabilitytoskim andrejecttheirrelevant.

 Anabilitytoscantoobtainspecificallyrequiredinformation.

 Anabilitytouselanguagecuestohelpincomprehension.

 Anabilitytodrawcorrectconclusions.

 Anabilitytoseetherelationshipofpartstothewhole.

 Anabilitytotranscodeinformation,ie..translateitfrom onemedium

toanother.

Suchskillsareverycloselyrelatedandseveralofthem willbeinvolvedat

anyonetimeinanyreadingtask.Thecomprehensiontestaimstosample



a competence in these skills. The usual procedure for testing

comprehensionistogivethestudentshorttextsofvaryingstylesand

content,eachfollowingbyaseriesofitems.

7.2CHOICEOFTHETEXT

1.Thetexthastobekeptbrief;yetthereshouldbesufficientcontentto

yieldliveorsixcomprehensionitems.

2.Thetextshouldnotdealwithinformationthatisuniversallyknown

otherwise,thetesteesmaybeableto answerthequestionscorrectly

withoutreferringtothetext.

3.Textsthatdealwithseriesofeventsorincludingtwoormorepeopleor

objectsaremoresuitabletotestingpurposes.

4.Thetextshouldnotbeloadedwithextremelydifficultlexicalitemsor

complexsyntacticalstructures.Suchtextshavetobeadaptedtosuitthe

testees'level.

7.3SUGGESTIONSFORITEM WRITING

1.Answeringthequestionsshouldinvolveinterpretationofthetext,not

merelywordmatchingbetweenthewordsintheitemsandthetext.

2.Thequestionsshouldbekeptgrammaticallyandlexicallyassimpleas

possiblesinceweareconcernedwiththeinterpretationofthetext,notwith

questionsthatareaskedaboutit.

TECHNIQUESFORASSESSINGREADINGCOMPREHENTION

7.4 A widerangeoftechniquesareavailableforassessing -reading

comprehensionincluding:

1.Multiple-choiceitems

2.True/falseitems

3.Matchingitems

4.Rearrangement

5.Clozetest

6.Short-answerquestions

7.Completion

8.Transcoding



CHAPTEREIGHT

TESTINGWRITINGSKILLS

8.1Testingthewritingskillsincludestwominareas:

1.Themechanicsofwriting(i.e.,cursivehandwriting,spellingand

punctuation).

2.Compositionwriting.

8.2Cursivehandwritingtestsassesscontrolofthealphabetorcharacters

ofthetargetlanguage.Thelearner'sabilitytoproducecursivehandwriting

isassessedaccordingtothefollowingfeatures:

1.Properspacing

2.Correctsizeoftheletters.

3.Properalignment,i.e.,writingonabaseline.

4.Legibility-easeofreadingbecauseofwritingcarefullyandclearly.

5.Cleanliness.

8.3SPELLING

Dictation

Dictationisstillanessentialmethodoftestingmasteryofwritingskill.

Dictationprovidesameasureofoveralllanguageproficiency.Thetwo

typesofdictationsare:

A-Partialdictationwherethestudentisgivenaprintedpassagewithsome

wordsorPhrasesdeleted.Asthepassageisread,thestudentsfillinthe

blanks.Thistypeispreferablebecauseittakeslesstimetoadministerand

theteacherteststhechosenwords.



B-Fulldictationrequiresthestudentstowriteoutthewholepassage.

Thistypeissomewhatlongertoadministerandscorebutitprovidesa

morevalidmeasureofoveralllanguageability.Dictations,whicharegiven

primarilytotestmasteryofthewritingskill,areusuallybasedonprepared

selectionchosenfrom thestudentstextbooksorreaders.Dictationsused

toevaluategeneralproficiencyaretakenfrom textsthatareunfamiliarto

thestudents.

Givingthedictation

Aneffectivetechniquesofadministeringdictationiaasfollows:

•Thewholepassageisreadatnormalspeed.Studentslistenbutnotwrite.

•Thepassageisreadaphraseatatimewithpausingduringwhichthe

studentswritedownwhattheyhear.

•Theteacherrepeatseachphrasetwice,givingthepunctuation

marks.

•Thepassageisreadagainatnormalspeed.

•Thestudentsaregivenafewminutesforfinalrevision.

•Theteachershouldneverrepeataparticularwordorphraseat

student’srequest.

Scoringthedictation

Themostcommonscoringsystem isthefollowing:

1.pointoffforeachincorrectoromittedword.

2.1⁄2Pointoffforeachrecognizablewordwithaspellingerror.

Generally,arecurringwordconsistentlymisspelledcountsasonlyone

error.

8.4COMPLETION

CompletionisanotherformatfortestingspellingThestudentsareasked

tosupplythemissinglettersofwords,forexample.

Ask,asking,run___ing

Play,played,find___d.

Bagbags,tooth____th

8.5PUNCTUATION

Awiderangeofpunctuationmarkscanbecoveredbysurplyingthe



studentswithapassagewithnopunctuationandaskthem toputinthe

punctuationmarksandcapitalletters.

Writeoutthefollowingsentences,puttinginallthepunctuationmarks

andcapitalletters:

1.heaskedmewhereareyougoing

2.myunclewritesthathenryhasjustfinishedabookcalledfarewell

toarms

3.zekissisterismrahmedssecretary

8.6COMPOSITIONWRITING

Compositionquestions,whichrequirecontinuouswriting,attemptto

discovercompetenceintheproductionofwrittenEnglish.Compositionisa

taskthatinvolves.thelearnerinwritinggrammaticallycorrectsentences

andlinkingthesesentencestoform acontinuouspieceofwritingwhich

expressesthewriter'sthoughts(onacertaintopicforacertainpurpose.

TECHNIQUESFORTESTINGCOMPOSITION

8.7A)GUIDEDCOMPOSITION

Thereareseveralwaysofguidingthestudentswrittenwork.Examplesof

guidedcompositionincludethefollowing:

8.8PARALLELPASSAGES

Thestudentisgivenashorttextandthenheisrequiredtowriteasimilar

test,usingthewordsprovided,forexample:

Readthefollowingparagraphandthenwriteasimilarparagraphbasedon

theinformationgiven:

Frankisacashierwhoworksinabank.Hisworkinghoursare9a.m.to

5p.m.Heearns£20aweek.Atweekendsheplaysgolforgoes.Inhis

sparetimeheisstudyingeconomics,andintenortwelveyearshehopes

tobecomeabankmanager.

Joyce-secretary-office-9.15a.m.-5.30p.m.-£12tennis-swimming

drawingandpainting-dress-designer

8.9Completion

Thestudentmaybegivenasagewithblankstobefilledwithwordsfrom



thelistprovided.

1.Completethefollowingpassagebychoosingaappropriatewordsto

replacethenumbersfrom thelistgivenbelow:

Theboy(1)thewallto(2)theoranges.He(3)fourand(4)them inhis

pockets.Ashewas(5)downagainheslippedand(6).Thefruitinhis

pocketssquashed.Hedidnot(7)himself,buthecouldnot(8)theoranges

either.He(9)homeand(10)histrousers.

1.climbed,jumped,leapt

2.discover,reach,inspect

3.seized,picked,gave

4.hid,put,laid

5.jumping,slippingfalling

6.fell,went,left

7.wound,hurt,cut

8.use,eat,taste

9.wandered,ran,lost

10.cleaned,changed,sewed

B)Thefollowingcompletiontypeisalsousefulincontrollingwriting

oncestudentsarefamiliarwiththeparticulartasktobeperformed.

Completethefollowingcompositionwiththehelpofthekeywordsand

phrasesprovided

JohnandMarywiththeirtwoyoungchildren,wentforapicniconalonely

beach.The

Theylockedtheircarandleftitonthenearestroadthechildrenhavea

lovelytime,swimmingandbuildingcastles.Atsunset,whentheywantedto

gohome,Johncouldnotfindthekeyofhiscar....

Walkedthreemilesindarktobus-stop,childrenverytired;waitedforan

hourforbusgothomeatmidnight;nextmorningJohntelephonedgarage

togoandcollecthiscar.

C)Anothertypeistogivethefirstandthelastsentences,andtoaskthem

tocomposefourtofivesentencestocompletethepassage.Completethe

followingparagraph,forwhichyouhaveonlythefirstandthelast

sentences:



Mr.andMrs.Jamesweresittingintheirlivingroom reading,just

beforegoingtobed

_______________________________________MrJames

thankedthetwopolicemenanwentin,butneitherhenorMrs.James

couldsleepwellthatnight

D)Incompletesentencesorseveralquestionscanbeagoodhelpto

students.

Writeashortstoryaboutalaythatturnedbadly.Beginwiththissentence:

WhenIwokeup,thesunwasshiningandthoughtitwasgoingtobea

gloriousday.Usethesephrasesforthebeginningofsomesentences:

Itelephonedjill_________

Assoonas_____________

Whenwentintothegarage_______

Thetire_______

Twohourslater_________

Shewasstillwaiting______

Justthenitbegantorain____

Itwasstillraining____

Questionsmayreplacetheseincompletesentences:

1.1.Whatdidyoudecidetodo?

2.2.Whodidyoutelephone?

3.3.Whenyouwentintothegaragewhatdidyoufind?

4.Howlongdidittaketochangethetire?

5.WasJillstillwaitingorhadsheleft?

6.Wheredidyougothen?

7.7.Whathappenedthenwhichspoiledyourday?

E)Writingtasksmaytaketheform ofform filling.

Fillinthisform givingdetailsaboutyour-self.
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Applicationforcourse

Familyname_____Mr/Mrs/MissFirstname_____

DaleofBirth_____

Addressinyourcountry_____

HowlonghaveyoubeenlearningEnglish?______

WhatisyourlevelofEnglish?_______

WhatisyourreasonsforlearningEnglish?_____________________

WhatdoyouthinkareyourmainproblemsinEnglish?__________

8.10PassageTransposition

Inpassagetransposition,studentshavetochangeawrittenpassagefor

example,tochangeapassagefrom thepresentcontinuoustothepast,or

from thesingulartotheplural,orfrom thepassivetoactiveetc.Inthe

passagebelow,studentsareaskedtowritethetextinthefirstperson

insteadofthirdperson.W

8.11Problem Solving

Thistypeisconsideredamoderntechniqueofassessingstudentswriting

abilitythroughproblem solvingtask.

Belowarefourdescriptionsoffourbooks(asfoundinacatalogue).

Imagineyouwanttobuytwo

Oneofthebooksforathirteenyear-oldboywhoislearningEnglishand

whoisinterestedinmostsportsandenjoyswatchingadventureand

Sciencefictionfilmsontelevision.

Usingtheinformationgivencontinueinabout30wordseachofthefour

paragraphs,below,givingyourreasons.

TheKrakenWakes.

JohnWyndhamm

Anexcitingstoryofaworldthreatenedbyunknownform oflifeinthe

Oceans.



TheEnergyCrisis

BasedonaBBCtelevisionseries,ananalysisofoursourcesofenergy

andthefuturenuclearpower.

GirlAgainstTheJungle.

MonicaVincentaplanecrashesintheAndes;onlyateenagegirl

survives,butcanshesurvivethefearfuldangersoftheAmazonjungle?

Pele,KingofFootball

NoelMachinePeletheworldFamousfootballer,fewpeopleknowabouthis

earlylifeasapoorboyinBrazil.

Myfirstchoiceforhim wouldbe______

Telegram:@IQPDF

Mysecondchoicewouldbe_______

Idon'tthinkIwouldbuyhim _______

AndIam surehewouldn'tenjoy_______

8.12Pictures

Compositionwritingmaybebasedonpictureoraseriesofpictures.

Picturescanprovide.Thetestewiththebasicmaterialforhiscomposition

aswellasstimulatinghisimaginationandencouraginghim toprogressin

hiswriting.Considerthisexample:

Lookattheseriesofpicturesonthefollowingpageandwritethestory.

Atintermediatelevel,theexaminermaysetanumberofquestionsbased

onthepictures,forexample:

1.Wherewasthelady?

2.2.-Whatdidtheladyforgettotakewithherwhensheleft?

3.3Whosawherhandbag?

4.Whatdidhedo?

5.Howdidtheladythankhim?

8.13.LetterWriting

Writingpersonallettersorpostcardsisanothertechniqueofwriting.

Muchcaremustbetakenwiththelayoutaswellasthecontent:



Writapostcardtoyourfriend.Saywhatyouhaveseenandwhatyouhave

doneduringyourstayinMosul.

Wheneverpossible,studentsshouldbeProvidedwitharealisticand

meaningfulbasisforwriting.Thefollowingexampleisaboutmaking

arrangementsforaparty.

Telegram:@IQPDF

ReadBan’sinvitationandthenwriteasuitablereply.

DearAnn,

WouldyouliketocometomybirthdaypartyonThursdayeveningal

aboutsixo’clock?Iwouldbeverypleasedifyoucould.

Withlove

Ban

DearBan,

_____________.

Ann

B)FREECOMPOSITION

8.14.Freecompositionisusedwithadvancedthechoiceofcomposition

topicsisimportant..Thetesteshouldhavenotroubleinhandlingthetask

becausetheteste’seffortsduringthetestshouldbedirectedtowardshow

toexpressthemselvesratherthanwhattowriteabout.Thefollowingare

someexamples:

1.Anaccidentyouhavewitnessed.

2.Findingalostwallet

3.Thetelephone-acurseorablessing

4.Explainhowtomakeaspecialdish.

MARKINGTHECOMPOSITION

8.15.Thechiefobjectionstocompositionquestionsisongroundsof



unreliability.Twomarkersmaydiffergreatlyinrespectofspreadof

marks.Nevertheless,composition.Isstillwidelyusedasameansof

measuringthewritingskilIs.

Thetwoprincipalmarkingschemesareknownbytheterms‘general

impression’andanalytic.Thefirstisexactlyasilsounds-themarkerreads

thecompositionandawardsitamarkwithoutpickingoutanyspecial

featuresforconsideration.Whenfollowingtheanalyticalscheme,the

markerusesàpre-determinedmarkingschemebylistinganumberofsub-

scales,andspecifiestheweighttobegiventoeach.

TheImpressionMethod

Thismethodimpliesanoverallglobaljudgmentoftheworkasawhole.

Itissimplerthan the analyticalmarking.The teachermayadoptthe

followingprocedure:

Setascaleoffivecategories:verygood.good,moderate,poor,andvery

poor.Thesefivecategoriescouldbeassignedgrades(A,B,C,D,E).

Theteacherthenreadsallthepapersandpassageneraljudgmenton

them assigningthem totheappropriatepiles.Now,everypaperwithineach

categorywillhavetobere-readinordertoestablishthefinalmark.

TheAnalyticalMethod

Thismethodisideallysuitedtotheclassroom situation.Itdependsona

markingschemewhichhasbeencarefullydrawnbythemarkerorbodyof

markers.Itconsists an attemptto separate the various features of

compositionforscoringcompositionforpurposes.Thefollowingisone

exampleofsuchananalyticalscheme.

Mechanicsreferstopunctuationandspellingfluencytostyleandeaseof

communication and Relevance to the contentin relation to the task

demandedofthetestee.A5-pointscalehasbeenused.

Thereis,however,anew methoddevisedandusedbyawell-known

examiningbodyinBritainasshowninthetablebelow.



QUESTIONSFORDISCUSSION

1.Whatismeantbymechanicalskills?

2.Whatarethemaintechniquesusedintestingcomposition

3.Whatarethecriteriausedfor-handwritingevaluation?

4.Whatisdictation?Whatarethetypesofdictation?Whatarethe

differencesbetweenfullandpartialdictationconcerningthetesterandthe

lestee?

Chapternine

Oralassessment

Assessingthestudents’commandofthespokenlanguageisoneofthe

mostimportantaspects ofan overallevaluation oftheirlanguage

performance.Thisisbecauseoralcommunication isgenerallyrelated

highlyinlanguagelearning.

Speakingisacomplexskillrequiringthesimultaneoususeofanumberof

differentabilities.Itisnecessarytodistinguishbetweenacquiringcontrol

ofelements oflanguage (pronunciation,vocabulary and grammatical

patterns)viaspeakingononehand.Andcommunicatingone’sideavia

speakingontheotherhand.Oralassessment,therefore,shouldcovernot

onlyaccuratelanguagebutalsofluency(e,g.easeandspeedoftheflowof

speech)togetherwithcomprehensionofwhatisbeingsaid.

GeneralCharacteristicsoforalassessment

1.Thetestisverytime-consuming

2.Theyareintegrativetests.

3.Theyareonthesubjectivelyscored.

4.Theyareseriousdoubtsabouttheirreliability.



5.Theyareconsideredvalidtests.

Suggestionsforconductingoralassessmenttests

Oralassessmentisbaseduponpersonalinteractionbetweenexaminerand

examinee ata particularplace and time.When arranging the oral

interaction,the examiner has to establish a friendly,encouraging

atmosphere.Thestudentsmustbeputatease.Thequestionsmustbe

askedinafriendlyway.

Phasesoforalassessment

 Warm up–tomakeacquaintanceofeachstudentandencouraging

him toperform wellbystartingaskinghim somesocialquestions

abouthishealth,studiesandthelike.

 Maintask–topresentsometasktothestudentsandasseshisoral

abilitytocomprehendandrespondinEnglish.

 Roundup–totieupanendbyencouragingthestudenttocontribute

hisownindividualviewsonthetopicsdiscussedandgivinghim the

feelingthattheinterviewwasapleasantexperienceforbothhim and

theexaminer.

Methodsoforalassessmenttests

Testscanbedividedintothreecategories

1.Direct speaking tests:including the procedures in which the

examinee is asked to engage in face to face communicative

exchangewiththeexaminer.

2.Indirecttest–whichdonotacquireanyactivespeechproductionon

theexaminee’spart.

3.Semi-directtests-which although elicitactive speech by the

examinee,dothisbymeansofpictures,printedmaterialsortape

recordings.

Techniquesforassessingoralskills

1.Dialogue



2.Generalconversation

3.Interview

4.Picturebasedquestions

5.Readingaloud

6.Pronunciation(sounddiscriminationandsoundproduction)

Thelattertwotechniquesmightbetogether,sincethereadingtest

evaluatescorrectpronunciationofsinglewordsaswellashandling

stress,intonationandrhythm.


