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English

Sentences: Kinds and Parts

A sentence is a group of words expressing a complete thought. Sentences can be classified in
two different ways: by function and by structure.

FUNCTION: FOUR KINDS OF SENTENCES

George Clooney starred in O Brother, Where Art Thou?, a Coen brothers’ film.

He played a character named Ulysses Everett McGill.

Did George Clooney do his own singing in O Brother, Where Art Thou?

Was Pete really turned into a frog, or was he turned in to the police?

Stop talking! I’'m trying to listen!
The request is a modified form of imperative sentence. Its tone is softer:

Let’s rent a DVD of O Brother and watch it tonight.

The scene in which Clooney insists on wearing a hair net to bed is hilarious!
Don’t answer the phone! This is my favourite part of the movie!

STRUCTURE: BASIC SENTENCE PATTERNS Every sentence can be classified into one of
four patterns, depending on the number and kind of clauses the sentence contains. (In
the examples below, subjects are underlined with one line, verbs with two.)
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1. A simple sentence consists of one independent clause. It has one subject and one
verb, either or both of which may be compound (multiple).

a. Matt plays hockey for McGill. (single subject, single verb)

b. Matt and Caro play hockey with their friends on weekends. (compound subject, one plural
verb)

c. Matt and Caro play hockey and drink beer with their friends on weekends. (compound
subject, compound verb)

2. A compound sentence is made up of two or more independent clauses. The clauses
may be joined by a coordinating conjunction by a semicolon.

Geoff paid for the flight to Cuba, and Kendra paid for their accommodation.

Either or both clauses in a compound sentence may contain a compound subject and/or
a compound verb:

Geoff and Kendra flew to Cuba, but Matt and Caro stayed home and sulked.

3. A complex sentence has one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses
introduced by subordinate conjunctions

We flew to Cuba for our vacation while my brother stayed home to take care of our dogs.

Geoff and Kendra flew to Cuba, but Matt and Caro stayed home because they couldn’t afford
the trip.

4. The compound-complex sentence combines the features of sentence patterns 2 and
3 above. That is, it contains two (or more) independent clauses, together with one or
more dependent clauses.

Geoff and Kendra flew to Cuba, but Matt and Caro stayed home because dogs.

they couldn’t afford the trip and because someone had to care for the dogs
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PARTS OF A SENTENCE

Every sentence or independent clause can be divided into two parts: subject and predicate. The subject half
contains the subject (simple or compound), together with its modifiers. The predicate half contains the verb
(simple or compound), with its modifiers and any other words or phrases that complete the sentence’s
meaning. These predicate completers may be direct objects, indirect objects, or complements. (In the
examples below, direct objectsare indicated by a triple underline; indirect objects by a dotted underline;
and complements by a broken underline.)

1. The subject of a sentence is a noun/pronoun {or phrase or clause
used as a noun),

subfect predicate

Every English sentence’

has a subject and a pm.dlr,ate.' (noun as subject)

subject predicate

IThe subl ectI Iusuallj.r appears before the verb.I (noun as subject)

subject predicate

Tl |

answers the question Who? or Whut?l (pronoun as subject)

subfect predicate

"o find the verb in a sentence is fairly eas:y.' (phrase as subject)

e A el 4 & e .

subject predicate

Y

IHarriet! 'won the essay prlze_]

S U T

subjfect predicate

IWho! Ican find the \rert:-?I

3. The direct object is the noun or pronoun that names the receiver
of the action of the verb.

subject predicate

[Matt! Ipassed the guck.'

4. The indirect object is a nown or pronoun that tells to whom some-
thing is (was/will be) done. The indirect object normally comes
before the direct object.

subject predicate

5. An object of a preposition is a noun or pronoun that follows the
preposition in a prepositional phrase.
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predicate
prepositional phrase
object of
subject preposition preposition

Mvatt] passed the puck | to Caro.

6. A complement is a noun, pronoun, or modifier that explains,
renames, or describes the subject of a linking verb (e.g., is, seems,
appears, smells, tastes, etc.).

Caro s the captain of the team. (noun complement)

The goal and the game are gurs! (pronoun complement)

The crowd went wild. (adjective complement)

Simple, Compound, Complex, and Compound-Complex

Simple Sentences

- A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb.
- It expresses a single complete thought that can stand on its own.
Examples:
1. The baby cried for food.
There is a subject and a verb that expresses a complete thought.
2. Professor Maple’s intelligent students completed and turned in their homework.

A simple sentence does not necessarily have to be short. It can have adjectives. In this
case, there are two verbs “completed” and “turned in.” However, the sentence expresses
one complete thought and therefore is a simple sentence.

3. Megan and Ron ate too much and felt sick.

Although there are two subjects and two verbs, it is still a simple sentence because both
verbs share the same subjects and express one complete thought.

Phd student: HASSAN HADI SALEH 4|Page




English

Compound Sentences

- A compound sentence has two independent clauses. An independent clause is a part of
a sentence that can stand alone because it contains a subject and a verb and expresses a
complete thought.

- Basically, a compound contains two simple sentences.

- These independent clauses are joined by a conjunction (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so).
Examples:

1. The shoplifter had stolen clothes, so he ran once he saw the police.

Both sides of the conjunction “so” are complete sentences. “The shoplifter had stolen
clothes” can stand alone and so can “he ran once he saw the police.” Therefore, this is a
compound sentence.

2. They spoke to him in Spanish, but he responded in English.

This is also a compound sentence that uses a conjunction to separate two individual
clauses.

Complex Sentences

- A complex sentence is an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses.
A dependent clause either lacks a subject or a verb or has both a subject and a verb that
does not express a complete thought.

- A complex sentence always has a subordinator (as, because, since, after, although,
when) or relative pronouns (who, that, which).

Examples:

1. After eating lunch at The Cheesecake Factory, Tim went to the gym to exercise.
The independent clause is ‘Tim went to the gym to exercise.” The subordinating
clause before it is dependent on the main, independent clause. If one were to say
“after eating lunch at The Cheesecake Factory,” it would be an incomplete
thought.

2. Opinionated women are given disadvantages in societies that privilege male
accomplishments. The subject is “opinionated women” and the verb is “are
given.” The first part of the sentence “opinionated women are given
disadvantages in societies” is an independent clause that expresses a complete
thought. The following “that privilege male accomplishments” is a relative clause
that describes which types of societies.
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3. The woman who taught Art History 210 was fired for stealing school supplies.

The dependent clause in this sentence is “who taught Art History 210” because if
removed, the rest of the sentence would stand as an independent clause. “Who
taught Art History 210" is an adjective clause that provides necessary details about
the subject, woman.

Compound-Complex Sentences

A compound-complex sentence has two independent clauses and at least one dependent
clause.

Examples:

1. After the two soccer players lost their game, they joined their other teammates
for lunch, and they went to the movies.

If we remove the dependent clause “after the two soccer players lost their game,”
we have a compound sentence. The dependent clause makes this sentence
compound-complex.

2. The man believed in the system, and he knew that justice would prevail after the
murderer was sent to jail.

Practice:

Identify whether the sentences are simple, complex, compound or compound-complex.
Please underline dependent clauses where it applies.

1. Vampires Dairies is my favorite television show, but | also love True Blood.

2. The student wiped the white board that was filthy with last week’s notes.

3. The trendy fashion designer released her new line on Wednesday.

4. Trina and Hareem went to a bar in Hollywood to celebrate their anniversary.
5. Wicked Regina cast a spell on the entire city, so the citizens decided to rebel.

6. While waiting for the paint to dry, Angela went to Home Depot, and Martin organized
the kitchen appliances.

7. After listening to the Kanye West CD, | have new respect for his music.

8. After the teacher chose groups, John and Sara were selected as partners for a project,
yet Sarah did most of the work.
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